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Synopsis

This concise commentary on the Apocrypha, excerpted from the Fortress Commentary on the Bible:
The Old Testament and Apocrypha, engages readers in the work of biblical interpretation.
Contributors from a rich diversity of perspectives connect historical-critical analysis with sensitivity to
current theological, cultural, and interpretive issues.Introductory articles describe the challenges of
reading the Old Testament in ancient and contemporary contexts, relating the biblical theme of "the
people of God" to our complex, multicultural world, and reading the Old Testament as Christian
Scripture, followed by an "Introduction to the Apocrypha." Each chapter (Tobit through 4
Maccabees) includes an introduction and commentary on the text through the lenses of three critical
questions:The Text in Its Ancient Context. What did the text probably mean in its original historical
and cultural context?The Text in the Interpretive Tradition. How have centuries of reading and
interpreting shaped our understanding of the text?The Text in Contemporary Discussion. What are
the unique challenges and interpretive questions that arise for readers and hearers of the text
today?The Apocrypha introduces fresh perspectives and draws students, as well as preachers and

interested readers, into the challenging work of interpretation.
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There’s just not much out there on the Apocrypha and this is just so-so. Thank God that a talented,
passionate Bible Study group loved reading unfamiliar biblical material and definitely made the most
of it.

This is a thoughtful and comprehensive book.

A great book, very knowledgeable!
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